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_DUAL-DRIVE NAS DEVICES

PATRIOT VALKYRIE

PRICE §19% / CONTACT RECTRON

PHONE (03] ¥oah #8353 [ WEB . patﬂntmem com

We thought B Valkyzle was
pretty good value when we first
sawil, b in the light of some of
the priving we've seen this
monih, it's pretty spectacular for
$199_ It's considerably faster than
e oviginal Corza we reviewed
sorme time ago, wiiting our 5GR
of mixed files in a littde over 6
minutes. Thats a pretty decent
effort. What's also good is the
Valkyrie's extra server features,
with its ahility to handle FTR
printer and BitTorrent functions.
It doesn't have email alert
support and can't doweb
hosting, although these are
minor drawbacks. With two ISR

ports, you can have one for a
printer and anather for exrermal
USH storage. The rwn SATA bays

“can he usad fn RATD 0, 1 ar JBOD:

Thankfully, there are no internal
cahles — fust slot the drives into
the hay holders, add in the
serews, slide the drives into the
cage and you'te ready to go. The
software isn't as slick s some of
the more expensive options, vel
it’s still browser-based and isn't
too difficult to work through.
There® [TPnP support, but it's
not DLMNA certified from what
we can see. Srill, this is by far
the cheapest dual-hav NAS
we've seen and delivers pretty

SYHOLOGY DISKSTATION DS210)

PRICE 5329 / CONTACT FORTUNETEL

PHONE [02] 7748 0001 / WEB www

The D5210§ is & good $250
cheaper than the DS204 we
reviewed back in the October
204 issue (see page 53],
although it also comes with

a slower B00MHz processor
{compared to the DS200's
1.2GHz chip). That didn't show
up in our 5GB transfer tests,
with the DS210j maintaining
excellent speed and writing data
to our 1TB hard drive in just over
4 minutes, Another thing wea
love is the lack of internal cables

WESTERN DIGITAL MY BOOK WORLD EDITION II 4TB

PRICE $740 / CONTACT SYNNEX / PHONE 1300 100100 / WEB woww wilc cam

synology.cam

we've seen on previous Symology
boxes. You still need to install the
drives on the internal cage, bur it
uses a simple ‘slide and iock’
process. The D210 is loaded
with features and can basically
dn everything from BitTorrent
dnvwminads tn hosting your own
wah sire. Tr's DLNA cerdfied and
can work as a printer server —
youl just plug vour printer into
tha 1I5E port at the back. Setup is
fairlv easy, although the reboot
time ssemad a hit long. To be fair,

decent value for money
PC User says: You won't
find toc many dual-bay
MNAS boxes for this price.

none of theze
devices is fast

in that area. The
build quality isn't
exactly bullet-prool
compared o mone
expensive models,
bt for whats un
offer, its [entures list
cant be fulted.

PC User says: |i's
one of the most
feature-rich MAS
boxes at this price. L

if you're looking for the simplear
way te get a huge ATH of storapge
omin your home or husiness
netwark and you dont mind
paying for it, the My Book World
Editlan 1T should fit the hitl
nicely With two 2TH hard drives
built In, the device is aimed at
those who don't wish to fiddle
around with do-it-voursell and
would rather just plug it in and

Can 1 use any drive?

The short answir is no, While mest drives shoukd work,
nut glf drives defiver oplimum performance in gvery NAS
box, 50 s important to check which drives are supported

forger about it It's similar to
the My Book World Edition, with
asingle USH port and Ethernel
port on the redr, and a faitly
basic features list alfler Gt
With the two drivesin BATD L
mode, it works oul a bit slower
than thw single-drive version,
but is definilely a better option
ifyou're looking for something
safe on which to store your

imporiant docwments. However,
considering there are no FTP or
BitTorrent downloads, think of it
as storage only, Having said that,
cotipared to other units in this
group, if all you want is storage,
its reasonahle value whan vou
factor in the cnst of tha drives.
PC User says: The simplast way
to get ATE of storage on your
home netwerk.

by the usit you hava bators you purchase drives, Some
drivies gither won't hibernzte or offer l2ss than stellar
parformance. Formore details, iy the following sites:
# Synology — www, Himyurl.com/syndrives

4 OQHAF — www tinyurl. com/qrapdrives
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_SUPERGUIDE / NAS DEVICES

D-LINK DNS-323

PRICE 319 / CONTACT D-LINK

We've revlewed this DINS-323
saveral fimas and although the
hardware ftself hasically holds ils
mwm compared with other units,
the sofoware needs some serious
updaring, D-Link's detection teol
ix a mass of buttons and entry
points that hasn't changed since
we firat saw it a couple of years
ago. It generally works, bul it's
nowhere near as slick us other
offerings we've seen. And with

_QUAD-DRIVE NAS DEVICES

Synuology now ulfcring the
DE210] for just $10 more, its
superior speed, features and
easy-lo-use sullware make it
abeller option. The DINS-323
s no web hosting capabilities,
although it does come with
BitTorrent and printer servar
functionality. As with the DNS-
313, installing drives in this ona
is.as easy as it gers, with i1z slide-
off cover and no-tonls-required

SYNOLOGY DISKSTATION DS410
PRICE $750 / CONTACT FORTUNETED '
EBHOME |07} §748 0001 { WEB O, synaLﬂgy eem

installation. Data rransfer

speeds are prerry decent
at less than & minutes,
hut we reckon its high
time N-Link Inoked at
improndng Its sofrware
interface. At the very least,
Parrint’s Valkyrie delivers
much hetter value.

PC User says: Not bad,
but it needs an improved
user interface.

The D5410 would be u:nm*pu:kﬁ
you're looking for a fully-feanred
expandable four-hay DIV NAS
B, TH's minre expensive than the
D-Tink DN5-341, but we think

it nffers hemer long-term value,
Tr fearures DLMNA/TPRP network
media ransfer and can host

up to 30 web sites, download
torrents and even supports
connectivity with ilfhones, On
our tesling wilh g single drive,
the DS410 iy just a lck slower
than the all-conguering TS-450
Pro, wilh an excellent 5GB mixed
[l wrile time ol 3 minutes 14
secnnds thal’s ulso 2 minues

What is
DLNA2

- DLMA stands for Digital Living

- Metwork Alliance and is gctuslly &
 suibset of UPnP {Unlvarsal Plig

3 an:d Play) to allow computing

evices 10 communicate with
horme antartainmant gear sech as
soma TVs. I practica, DLNA
support doesnt mean gvary audio
and video file will work on avery
DLNA-capabie TV or device, 50
maka sure you chack axacthy what
support your DLNA-capable device
‘delivers, The DLNA stendard is
quite complex and dossn'T just rely
on codacs and file containars, it

~on what are calied 'profiles’, which

include oifer festures such as bit
rates and vidao resolution. 5o

- while DEMA sounds iike 2 great -

idea; getting it to work with your
miedid may not be s gasy,

&6 JUNE 208G f PC USER

faz:!er ‘than the DN5-T43. mﬂ]

nm[lﬂllzi.'lptmam&dxnehm.

pOrt, You can use the DS410%
built-in printer server and

still have external hand drives
plugged inlo the unit el the
same time, s feur bays mean
the BAID vplions really open up,
with the uddition of RAIDN5, 6
and 10 on offer. You can even
use it as o siwveillance recorder
via ani IF camera, and it has FHP
and MySOL built in to handle
web sites. The one thing it lacks
is hot-swappable drive hays, so
youd still need to power down
the unit to replace one. 5tll, for

WESTERN DIGITAL SHARESPACE 2TB

PRICE 3377 / CONTACT SYNNEX

PHOME 1300 100 100 / WEB www.wie.com

The 2TR version of Westarn
Digital’s ShareSpace NAS hox
might seem expensive, but irs
actually decent valite. You per aii
nf the features of the ATH version
and rwia 1 TR hard drives to start
off with. 1t'%s set up in Spanning
Mode (alzn known as JBOD) and
viou can easily add extra drives
without having to reformat and
Inse whart vou've stored already:
however, there's no redundancy
in this mode, While our test read
time was exaclly (he same as the
1B unit, wriling luok a litde
less. Adding new drives is faily
easy: you need w sceew in the
cage bracket and then slide the
drives in place, They're not hot-
swappable, although the drives
sit horizontally rather than
verlically, which is something

a home

‘move value

or small
Business, tweoe's

here than in

the DNE-343
and you'll save
about $500 over
the TS-45%9 Pro,
sowe'd chonse
this one for the
miore sarinus
home user.

PC User says:
Packed with
featuras and better
valua than the DNS-343.

we prefier

Rath of the
ShareSpace
units have
three LJ5E 2.0
ports in total
and all are
storage only,
The software
here is among
the easiest we
stw in this
roundup and
takes little time
to set up shaved
folders and mapping,
Obwiously, this is more
expensive than a My Book
option, but far more varsarla,
PC User saye: Not the cheapest
prebullt option, but it’s the one
we'd choose first.
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