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TheSynologyDS210+isbyfarandawaythemostexpensiveNASboxwe’vetested,andat
£315,weweresurprisedthat itdidn’t includeany
harddisks.However,as it turnsout, theDS210+
isableto justify its incrediblyhighprice.
Itsextremelyquiet70mmfandidagreat jobof
keepingourharddiskcoolanditwasfairlyeasy
tosetup.Whatreally impresseduswerethe
instructions–they’reveryeasytofollow,withall
thestages impeccablydocumented. Installing
harddisks isaccomplishedbyremovinghalfof
thefascia,which iseasyenough,but thefascia
flexesalotmorethanwe’dexpect foraNASbox
costing£315.TherearethreeUSB2ports,an
eSATAportandevensupport forWiFidongles.
Thewebinterface isadreamtouse,withsix
commontaskslistedasfavouritesonthehome
page.Thelistof featurestheDS210+supports
isalmostendless, includinganiTunesserver.
Thebackupfeatureevenhastheoptionof

Despitecostingalmosthalf thepriceof itsspeedfreaksibling, theDS210+, the
SynologyDS210Jfeelsslightlybetter
constructed.However, itsportsalowerhardware
specification,withaslowerMarvellCPU,128MB
ratherthan512MBofRAMandnoeSATAport.
TherearethreeUSB2ports,oneofwhich is
locatedonthefrontpanel.All threeUSB2ports
supportWiFidongles.
Thefasciasplits intwo,revealingtwoharddisk
baysanda70mmcoolingfanthat’s inaudible
frommorethanafewmetresaway.The
DiskStationManager2.3webinterface isthe
sameasthat includedwiththeDS210+too,so it’s
justasfeature-richandeasytouse.RAID0,1and
JBODaresupported,aswellasaniTunesserver
that’squicktosetup.There’salsosupport for
Logitech’sSqueezebox,aswellasDLNA/UPnP-
compatiblemediastreamers.
It’seasytocreate iSCSI targetstoo; thesethen
justneedtobeinitialisedandformatted in

usingAmazon’sS3backupservice. In
additionto iTunes, itsupportsLogitech’s
Squeezebox,aswellasDLNA/UPnPcompatible
mediastreamers.
With iSCSIsupport,you’reabletoconfigure
allorportionsofvolumesasiSCSIdrives,which
appearonyourPCaslocaldisks,afteryou’ve
initialisedandformattedtheminWindows.
TheDS210+hasoneof themoreadvancedBit-
Torrentclientswe’veseentoo.Youcanevensave
datafromvideosurveillancecamerasandaccess
thelivevideofeedsviaaniPhoneapp.
Witha1.06GHzMarvellprocessorand512MB
ofDDR2RAM, itcameasnosurprisethat the
DS210+wasaparticularly fastNASbox. Inboth
writespeedtests, itannihilatedeveryotherNAS
box. Itwasnearly twiceasfastas itsnearest
competitor, theQNAPTS-219PTurboNAS,with
astonkingwritespeedof51.3MB/sec. Itwasalso
theonlyNASbox inourtest totop20MB/sec in

Windows.ABit-Torrentclientallowsforspeed,
portandalsoshareratiocontrol.
RapidShareandeMulearealsosupported,
andalldownloadscanbescheduledtorunat
differentspeedsdependingonthetimeofday.
TheSurveillanceStation4appallowsyoutouse
videosurveillancecameras,savingdatadirectly
totheharddisk,with iPhoneappsavailablefor
viewinglivevideofeeds.
Amongtheplethoraofotherapplications is
thesameincrediblyusefulbackupsoftware
includedwithDS210+; this includesdesktop
backupmanagementforbothWindowsandMac
OSX,whichcanmakeimmediatecopiesof files
onyourdesktopaswellasemails.
TheDS210Jprovedtobeoneof thefasterNAS
boxes,althoughinthelargefile test, theDS210+
managedawritespeedof51.3MB/sec,closeto
doublethatof theDS210J.However, theDS210J
wasslightlyquicker inthesmall filereadtest,
withareadspeedof23MB/sec.

Veryexpensive,butalsoincrediblyfastandeasytouse

Fastandeasytouse

SynologyDiskStation
DS210+

SynologyDiskStation
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Price£314.99incVAT•Supplierwww.novatech.co.uk•Manufacturerwww.synology.com

Price£164.98incVAT•Supplierwww.novatech.co.uk•Manufacturerwww.synology.com
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thetorturoussmall filewritetest,withawrite
speedof27.1MB/sec.
TheDS210+isridiculously fast,butmore
importantly, it’seasytouse.However, the
DS210J,whilenotquiteasfast, ismuchcheaper
andhasasimilarsetof features.al

WhiletheDS210Jisn’t thefastestNASbox
we’vetested, ithastheperfectblendofspeed,
easeofuseandvalueformoney. It’salso
bristlingwithanarsenalof featuresthatshould
pleasenearlyeveryone.al


