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Synology | DS211J | £160
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Synology NAS device proves to be worth the effort

Essentially an external hard disk that
connects directly to yourrouter, aNAS
canstore all of your music, movie and
photo files, and make tham avaflable to
every device onyournetwork.

The Synology's main flaw is algo one ofita
preatest strengths: it doean't come pra-
installed with any hard dtaks, Thestrength
of this fs that it you can buy hard disks of a
capacity and price vo suit you, The flawis
thatyou have toinstall them. Effort hag gone
intomaldng this az painleas aa poasible, but
some paople justwon's like it.

Set up can be a bit of a chore
It's not aquick and simple device ta setup
once you've slotted in the disks, efther,
Again, efforthas clearlybeenput into
makingtheinstructions assimpleas
poasible, but a couple of times things aren't
explained carefully enough, and that will
leave some usersunsure of whattodo nese,
You'llhave to puta decent chunk of time
aside, too: formarring hard disks and
creatingnsable 'volumes' cau tale ages.
Ifyou make that Initial effort, though,
you'll be rewarded with a device that runs
fairly quiptly and{s compatible with every
device we tried, including the oft-overlooked

Xbox 360 and (with tha halpofanadded
app) the Squeszebox range of music players.

Ifyouingtall two hard digks, one will back
the otherup, and there are Jots of neat
fearures, such as a BitTorrent client to handle
your downloading and a range of free apps
thatallow you to aceess yourstared content
from an {Phone oriPod Touch.

You caneven plug a USB speakersystem
directlyintothe NAS to play music fromit,
and there's an optional remote that comes
with a connectar forintegration into your
hi-f{ - twn feanures we've never before seen
from a device like this.

1fyou're prepared to put the ime and
effortin, you're going to end up with
possibly thebest media NAS on the market.

Rating %% %%

FOR Choose your own hard disks; great -
value; great range of media-friendly features,
Including excalient compatibility

AOAINST Need ta install hard disks yourseify
setup tbkes time and occasionally confuses
VERDICY Some people will ba putaff at

the first step - but for others this could

be the perfect media- friendly NAS davice

Roksan | Co'rus SIlv.or | £400
CorusSilver:it's the new Black

We've long been fans of Roksan's long-
running CorusRlack cartidee, Forthe
best part of two decades, this moving
mapnet design hasremained a great-
sounding, sensibly priced proposition,

If you think the new Corua Silverlooks
like tha Black, you'd be sight. That graphic
on the front is the sole external difference.

A better match for most
Intemal changes are subtle, as
the common appearance
suggests, and amounttoa
revision of the atylug assambly,
particularly the suspension
system. The pjan was to make
the Corus Sjlver a better
mechanical mateh forthe
company's enfyyslevel toge
arm, the unip{vot Nitna (as
fitxed to the Award-winning Radius 5.2
tumtable). The results went well beyond
that, surprising aven Rokaan, in a good way.

The Corus Silver diga up a terxificamount
of detadl, and has a fuller tonal balance
without losing any of the preciaion or
tautness of the original. The Silveris also
less fussy about partnering arma, and so
will worlbetcer than the Blaclein a widar
range of set-ups.
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Rt remains easy to fit thanks to a sensible
shape, captive nuts and azreasonable
tacking weightof 1.9g. Downgides? The
price hasgone up £75 over the Black.
Thenew castridge s undoubtedly suparior,
butat £400 it seerna abit pricey considering
the quality of cheaperrivals liket
Goldring 2500 (£225). That coststa star.

Rating w4 %%y

FOR Digs up terrificdetail; less fussy than its
predecessor; eagy to fit

AGAINST Price has pone up over Black:
cheapef rivals do as good a job

VERDICT Raksan's Corus is better than avar,
but hefty price rise talies the edge off an
otherwise excellent cartridge

iLuv| iMM289 | £40
Tiny dock's abit of astar

The {LuviMM289 is an unassuming iPod speaker dock, It's
small, lightweight and costsas much asa night out down your
local discotheque, Scaptics might have already condemned it
toa)eas than favouzable rating, but this{sa pint-sized surprise,
Park your iPod in the dock. If you fancy watching a movie or
TV show stored on your Pod simply rotate the dock through
90 dagreenand you can view (and listen) in Jandszape,
Sonically, theiLuvis seriously impressive for the moaey.
There's 0o thinness or hardness in the treble; bags weight ian't
exactly monumental, but you can't expect too muchofa
productof thistype and size, Kanye West's Street Lights
sounds thythmic and entertaining
enough. Rotating the dock alters
the stereo tmaging: voices
come atyou from theside
rather than strajghton,
butit's aminor point,
Fora parent inneed
of agound syatem
fortheirchild's
{Pod, thisigideal,

]
Rating
sddkk &
Considering its
minuscule price tag, this
iLuv dock fares surprisingly
wall. Dacent stacking-filier fare




