PC COMPONENT OF THE YEAR

INTEL CORE I5-2500K

STREET PRICE 3240 / WEB www intel.com/au

Inted's second-generation Core | CPUs are some seriously neat chips
und none strlkes as good & balance between grunt and price as the
Core i5-2500K. This high - petformance CPU chews through media
encoding, guming and other demanding tasks like a chatapion and
I this K esfition, comes with (s multipler unlocked, so you can
overclock the bejesus out of b, too. We've regularly pushed this 3.3GH2
chip up to 4.5GHz on alr caoling alone and many systems in our
'Best-value FCs' roundups offer similar speed tweaks, Not that you
need [0 overclock it, of course — al stack speeds with [nled’s standand
cooler, this power oflicient chip runs both cool amx! nnackabily quiel.
Those willing to get their hands dirty will be heartened 1o know that
this wasa’ the only powerful and tweak-friendly component this year
Wi also lked AMD's Radeon HD 6450, especially the 2GB vesslon,
but as not evervone needs & high-powered graphics card. Intel's Core
i5-2500K is aour Bvourite PC Comgponent of the Year.

PC PERIPHERAL OF THE YEAR

DELL ULTRASHARP U2412M

RRP $299 / WEB www.dell.com/au
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STORAGE PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

SYNOLOGY DISKSTATION DS212

STREET PRICE 3350 / WEB www.synology.com

Combining fast transfer speeds, great connectivity options and a
comprehensive st of powerful features, this two-bay NAS should

be all the network storage any home needs. With a 1.2GHz processor
and near top-of-is-class performance, the DS212 offers very fast
transfer speeds, but that's ouly the tp of the joeberg Modia-otened
users will appreciate SD cand input and backug, aloog with a full
range of streaming services from fTunes 1o DENA med& and so on.
e productivity-orieated will like ISCSL web and FTP sesving, plenty
af backup options and even aasy-ta-use 1P camera surveillance
functionality. Synology’s excellent software and fraquent frmware
updates make setting up granular securlty and backup options
BilTorrent downloads and even more esoteric functons like drive
targetting casy for moest users. The DS212 may not be the cheapest
cdual-bay NAS on the market (and vou'll have to supply yeair own
drives), but we think its the best and iUs a good example of how
user-friendly NASes have hecomse in 2011




