SYNOLOGY

Disk Station DS209+
Jo Hed Ak :

£365 inc VAT
From www.storagedepot.co.uk

Y= 0

Storage products are often seen as boring PC
peripherals, but we could hardly wait until
Synology's new DS209+ arrived from Taiwan;
on paper, this new two-bay NAS enclosure is
the fastest around.

One of the disadvantages of most NAS
drives is their slow transfer speed, which falls
far short of even the slowest internal SATA
hard disk. Synology claims that the DS209+
(when configured in a striped RAID) is capable
of 42MB/s when reading and 36MB/s when
writing. While not as fast as the best SATA
disks, this is close enough to make it feel like
you're accessing files from a local disk.

It’s all thanks to its Gigabit Ethernet port,
800MHz processor and 512MB of RAM,.

It's a lot faster than its predecessor, the
DS207+ (What's New, Shopper 241), which was
still powerful with its S00MHz processor and
128MB of RAM. The new model managed
43.2MB/s when reading
large files (using RAID 0),
compared to 27.6MB/s from
the DS207+.The DS209+

is also fast when reading and
writing small files, with an

Excellent performance
More features than its rivals
£ Doesn't include hard disks

still three USB ports, plus an eSATA port on
the front.

Synology has listened to customer
complaints and added several new features.
There is now a scheduled power-up time to go
with the exiting shutdown time. This means your
files are accessible when you want them, and
you're saving power when you don't. Another
boon is the addition of a network recycle bin,
which means deleted files are no longer gone
forever, However, this is merely a feature of the
latest Disk Station Manager 2 firmware, which is
available for all Synology models, even older ones.

Disk Station Manager 2 is the most feature-
packed and best-designed NAS interface we've
seen, It's easy to create user accounts and groups
with the new Batch User option, but new support
for NFS means there’s no need to create accounts
manually if you already have an NFS server.

You get a web server with PHP and MySQL
support, plus Virtual Host
that allows you to host up to
30 websites. There's also a
print server, FTP server, HTTP
file server, UPnP media server
and an iTunes server, all of

average speed of 34.2MB/s,
Speed is just one factor

in making a good NAS,

of course. The D5209+

runs quieter than most

MNETWORK-STORAGE ENCLOSURE 2x
3%in hard disk bays, 10/100/1000Mbit /s
Ethernet, 3x USB2 ports, UPnP media,
iTunes, print, USB disk, web, FTP servers,
two years' RTB warranty, 160x88x218mm
POWER CONSUMPTION 14W standby,

which work well. The
BitTorrent client has been
enhanced with eMule and
NZB support, as well as the
ability to partially download

competitors thanks to a i;::;g; D52094 files. The Surveillance Station,
temperature-controlled DETAILS www.synology.com which can record video and

70mm fan.The design is
virtually identical to the
DS207+, except it's black
instead of white. There are i
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still images from multiple IP
cameras, supports over 70
different models, and works
with MPEG4 streams.

Photo Station 3 is another upgrade, letting
you share photo albums and Flash videos across
your network, You can also let friends and family
view them remotely, but you'll need a relatively
good upload speed for this. Audio Station lets
you browse and listen to music, but the interface
is so clunky that there’s no reason to use it over
other UPnP software. Fortunately for Logitech
Squeezebox owners, a downloadable plug-in can
be installed via the new Package Management
tool. Other plug-ins should become available
soon. The final update of note concerns backup,
where multiple local backups can be scheduled,

It's an impressive list, but the price is pretty
intimidating. This doesn't include any hard disks,
either, although you could buy a pair of 1TB
disks for £140, bringing the total to £505.This
is the same price as Thecus's N3200 (see 'Also
consider...”, below), which has less storage but
supports RAID 5.The Disk Station DS209+ has
the advantages of a web server, surveillance
server and supports Windows file attributes, so
you won't see hidden files. Unless you want RAID
5 this is a better buy, and wins a Best Buy award.
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